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Background

Bulgarian GMO Law is in power since 2005 and last
substantial amendment was done in 2011

Around one third of Bulgarian territory is covered
by protected areas (National Parks, Reservations,
Natura 2000 zones)

Bulgarian agriculture is still dominated my large
number of relatively small farms

Government policy Is to encourage organic farming
but that sector is still relatively underdeveloped



Size of Farms in Bulgaria
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Organic Farming in Bulgaria




Restrictions of Specific Plants Species
and GMO carrying Specific Traits

GMO cultivation is not allowed for tobacco, roses,
vines, fruits, vegetables

Additional species can be added by the Ministers of
Agriculture and of Environment

GMO cultivation is not allowed when antibiotic
resistance genes are present

All species and traits whose cultivation is restricted
to be decided by the Ministers of Agriculture and of
Environment



Restrictions in Protected Areas

Inside protected areas (National Parks, Reservations,
Natura 2000 zones) and within 30 km around them
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Restrictions around Conventional and
Organic Cultivation Areas

GMO Cultivation is prohibited within around:
10 km around Registered Beehives

/7 km areas under Organic (Biological) Cultivation

0.15 — 3 km areas under Conventional Cultivation
(Size depends on the Species under Cultivation)

Zones within around Borders



Decision-making Mechanism for

Restriction of Cultivation

* Ministers of Agriculture and/or of Environment
request change of geographical scope in all above
cases

* When the request is rejected or in emergency,
Council of Ministers (Government) imposes
restrictions or prohibition of cultivation

* European Commission should be consulted before
restrictions or prohibition are imposed
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